
trades are genera ll y c omparable to those in retailing proper 

in cit i e s lik e Smithfield, these qualifications are not too 

se rious. Smithfield retail sa les have been increasing s teadily 

though a t a d ecreasing rate s in ce 1948. At about the s ame 

time th e number of r e tail s tores s toppe d 

ac tual l y d ec r ease d slightly s ince then. 

in c reasing, a nd ha s 

This indicates that 

there has been an in c rease in the a verage s~ze of Smithfield 

s tores, which is c onsistent w~th trends in the United States 

as a whole . Th e recent trends in the numbers a nd e arnings 

o f e mployees workin g in these s tores a l so refle c t the g radual 

s hift to larger stores . more se lf-service o perat~on, an d more 

c hain sto r e s an d fewer ind epe nd e nt units, all o f which would 

be e xpected from national trends. Smithfield is not s ub­

stantially diff erent in these respects from the rest of John­

s ton Count y . Th e ne x t table s hows that the c hief diff e rence 

between Smithfield and Johnston Co unty as a whole, s t~ll c on­

s idering al l categories o f r e tail stores together, is that 

Smithfie ld sto r es are larger. S ince World War II Smithfield's 

retail sa les vo lu me ha s b een aro und o ne-third o f the County 

total, while only one-fifth o f th e i ndividual s tore units in 

th e County have been in Smithf~ e ld. 

There a re v ery s ubstantial diff erences be twe en diff ere nt 

types of s tores in s ales volume tr en ds an d ~n th e o ther 

s tatistics of th e kind pre sen t e d a b ove . Thes e d~fferen ces 

a re, o f 

so far . 

types of 

c ourse, obscured ~n the aggrega te figures d~scussed 

We wi ll now turn to a more deta~led a nalysis o f five 

retail stores . Thes e five have been se le c ted be-

ca us e together they include vir tually a ll o f th e c hara c teristics 

which differ e ntiat e the va riou s types o f r e tail~ng an d com -

mercial services which belong ~n downtown locations. S tores 

i ncluded in these five ca t egories occ upy a bout two-thirds of 

a ll of the retailing flo o r s pa ce in downtown Sm~t hfield. S in ce 

they are both generally represen t at ~ve o f a nd co nstitut e a 

large proportion o f downt own re tailin g as a who le , w e can 
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